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Monitoring programmes during COVID-19 and preventing Harm 
Reduction service disruption for People Who Use Drugs in Mumbai

ELDRED TELLIS
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From science to policy: Monitoring global progress through HIV 
Policy lab 

Matthew Kavanagh, O’Neill Institute for National and 
Global Health Law, United States



Produced by In partnership with 

Policy as Data to End the AIDS Pandemic

Matthew Kavanagh, PhD

Director, Global Health Policy & Politics Imitative

O’Neill Institute for National & Global Health Law

Georgetown University 
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We are not on track to reach global goals…



After decades of the global AIDS response and scientific advance, it 

would be tempting to believe that most countries have adopted the 

“right” policies, with a few outliers…
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→ Database and Visualization Platform 

→ 33 law/policy indicators  (50, including sub-indicators)

→ 4 policy areas: 

• clinical/treatment

• testing/prevention

• Structural

• health systems

→ 194 countries

→ 4 years of data & counting…







Policies in the Asia Pacific from 
from the 2020 HIV Policy Lab Report

• Law & policy remains a major barrier 
to halting HIV in the region.  

• No country has fully adopted core 
policies aligned with WHO, UNAIDS, 
and other international standards, 
across 33 issues.

• Thailand as the law and policy 
environment most aligned 
international standards in the region

• Several countries have aligned 
“most” (>80%) of clinical polices with 
international standards but quite a 
few have not. 

• No country in the region has aligned 
even most of its policies on testing, 
prevention, structural drivers, and 
health systems

• More data at HIVPolicyLab.org
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Several of the countries that have 
achieved the most progress on the 
90/90/90 targets also have adopted 
more policies aligned with international 
standards
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Some of the countries facing the fastest 
rising new HIV infections and AIDS 
deaths have adopted the fewest 
international law and policy 
recommendations.
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In the Asia Pacific Region
2020 Global HIV Policy Report 

• only 40% of AP countries have updated 
their treatment guidelines to align with 
current WHO recommendations on first-
line regimens for adults, and only 22% 
have done so for children. 

• only 44% of countries allow adolescents 
to access testing and/or treatment 
without parental consent. 

• fewer than one quarter of AP countries’ 
policies make PrEP available to all 
populations at substantial risk.

• 42% of countries continue to criminalize 
same-sex sexual relations and only 30% 
have laws in place that prohibit 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. 

Asia Pacific Region



www.hivpolicylab.org

Thank you for your help!

Matthew Kavanagh, PhD

Director, Global Health Policy & Politics Imitative

O’Neill Institute for National & Global Health Law

Georgetown University 

matthew.kavanagh@georgetown.edu
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