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TB screening guidance updates for PLHIV
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Gap in guidance for children living with HIV
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Slow uptake of WHO recommendations

○ "WHO has recommended use of the test since 2015, and a policy update was 
issued in 2019 (10). Among the 30 high burden TB/HIV countries, only 13 had a 
national policy and algorithm that includes the use of LF-LAM to assist in the 
diagnosis of TB in people living with HIV (Table 5.3), showing a slow adoption of 
this life-saving, easy-to-use diagnostic tool."

- WHO Global Tuberculosis Report 2020
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Fair pricing of screening and diagnostic tests
○ "Globally, 2.0 million new and relapse TB cases were identified by a WHO-

recommended rapid diagnostic test in 2019, equivalent to 58% of all bacteriologically
confirmed pulmonary cases."

- WHO Global Tuberculosis Report 2020

Fair pricing is evidence-based pricing based on:
o Cost-of-goods-sold (COGS): the cost of manufacturing a product, which includes

materials, labor, overhead, and intellectual property royalties
o Plus reasonable profit
oWith volume-based price reductions as economies of scale thresholds are 

reached
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Updated TB Screening Principles include:

» Principle 1: TB screening should always be done with the 
intention to follow up with appropriate medical care and 
ideally implemented where high-quality TB diagnostic and 
treatment services are available. If a community lacks 
access to appropriate follow-up care but would benefit from 
TB screening, this should be an impetus for investment by 
national TB programmes in TB diagnosis and treatment 
services, in order to complement TB screening.«
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