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KP-led PrEP service has served almost 60% of PrEP 
users in Thailand



Key Population-Led Health 

Services (KPLHS):
designed and co-delivered by KPs

• A defined set of HIV-related health 

services, focusing on specific key 

populations

• Services are identified by the community 

itself and are, therefore, needs-based, 

demand-driven, and client-centered

• Delivered by trained and qualified lay 

providers, who are often members of the 

key populations

Vannakit R, et al. JIAS 2020; 23(6):e25535.

USAID LINKAGES project and USAID Community Partnership project 

Let the ‘people’ design and 
co-deliver their own 
services



Nice-to-have Must-have

One size fits all Custom tailoring

Facility-based

Community-based

Community-led

Self-care

People-centered service delivery principles

Janamnuaysook J, Green K, et al. Sexual Health 2021. doi: 10.1071/SH20172.



KP-led, Same-Day PrEP:
close collaboration between CBOs and hospitals

2020 Thailand National Guidelines on HIV/AIDS Treatment and Prevention

Ramautarsing RA, et al. J Int AIDS Soc 2020; 23 Suppl 3: e25540.

Phanuphak N, et al. Sex Health 2018; 15(6): 542-55.



Clinical roles of KP lay providers,

2019 MOPH Regulation:

• Provide services related to HIV, syphilis, 

gonorrhea, chlamydia or other STIs

• Pre- and post-test counseling

• Specimen collection to test for infection(s)

• Finger prick blood collection for screening 

test

• Perform rapid and POC testing

• Reading and reporting of test results

• Referral for diagnostic test and link to care

• Give drugs, as prescribed by health 

professionals, to treat and prevent HIV, 

syphilis, gonorrhea, chlamydia or other STIs 

(or primary symptoms related to these 

conditions)





HIV self-testing and PrEP telehealth service



Policy 
development and 
advocacy

• Revised National PrEP Guidelines to be 

launched end of 2025/early 2026

– Recommend HIV self-testing for 

initiation and continuation for oral 

PrEP and dapivirine vaginal ring

– Recommend dapivirine vaginal 

ring, CAB-LA, LEN as PrEP options

– Offer various service delivery 

options: doctor-led, community-

led, nurse-led, pharmacist-led, 

and PrEP telehealth



Long-acting PrEP 
status in Thailand: 
“re” and 
“de”medicalization

• CAB-LA: available at USD 460+/injection since 
February 2025

– Overall uptake 40-50 clients 

– Pribta-Tangerine Clinic at IHRI

• 10 clients, median age 35.5 (31-46)

• 4 MSM, 3 cis-het men, 2 transwomen, 1 female 
sex worker

• 4 new PrEP starters, 6 switchers from oral PrEP

• 5 already discontinued → 2 back to oral PrEP

• DVR: not available in Thailand

• LEN: Thai FDA registration process not yet 
started

• EXPrESSIVE-11 trial (oral once monthly MK-
8527): enrollment to start in coming months



PrEP preferences among MSM & transgender 
women in Thailand – we need choices

https://www.prepwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/PrEP-Preferences-in-Asia-and-Australia-Report-Final_2023_1.pdf



Policy 
development and 
advocacy

• A quick PrEP choice exercise conducted by 

CSOs, NHSO, UNAIDS

o Additional 500 M THB in the next 5 

years to purchase long-acting PrEP will 

increase number of active PrEP 

users from 36,003 in 2025  to 117,193 

in 2030

o Will double up the number of new 

HIV cases averted over the next 5 

years (3,700 to 7,400)

o Findings will be presented to National 

Health Security Office Secretary 

General and hopefully to the Prime 

Minister



Conclusions • Community leadership is the driving 
force to bring evidence-based tools 
into the country and into the hands of 
those who need them most.

o Prove that community-led PrEP service 

works

o Push for its inclusion under UHC

o Engage pharmaceutical companies and 

facilitate national registration processes

• With community-led services being the 
backbone of PrEP access, PrEP scale-
up depends on making products as de-
medicalized as possible.



From EQUALITY to EQUITY by COMMUNITY
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