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Application form
AIDS 2026 prevention ambassador fellowship
Closing date: 15 February 2026, 23:00 CET

The AIDS 2026 prevention ambassador fellowship will support individuals working to advance knowledge of and access to HIV prevention to amplify their reach, strengthen networks and translate for diverse audiences the latest prevention science and policy developments at AIDS 2026, the 26th International AIDS Conference. AIDS 2026 will take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 26 to 31 July 2026, bringing together scientists, clinicians, public health experts, community leaders and people living with HIV in person and virtually.

Successful fellowship applicants will be supported to: 
· Implement a digital content project on HIV prevention ahead of AIDS 2026, contributing to the IAS Rethink. Rebuild. Rise. campaign (support of up to USD 500 in project costs).
· Design and create digital content during AIDS 2026, translating the latest scientific, policy and activism on HIV prevention for target audiences, contributing to the Rethink. Rebuild. Rise. campaign (support of up to USD 500 in project costs).
· Attend AIDS 2026 in person (support for travel, accommodation, per diem, ground transport and visa costs, if applicable).
· Connect with researchers, policy makers and activists working in HIV prevention. 
· Take part in networking and other professional development opportunities at AIDS 2026.

To be eligible, applicants must: 
· Have a proven track record of working to advance knowledge of and access to HIV prevention (for example, PrEP/PEP, U=U, harm reduction, long‑acting prevention, combination prevention and policy). 
· Have a demonstrated track record of content creation on HIV prevention on social or digital media, with a minimum of 5,000 total followers/subscribers across platforms (for example, TikTok, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube, Facebook, X, Bluesky, podcasts, blogs, newsletters and community radio with digital presence). Applicants without these metrics may qualify through other ways of recording reach (for example, community networks or consistent content with documented engagement).
· Be committed to ethical reporting standards and evidence-based, non-stigmatizing and rights-based language, in accordance with IAS communications guidelines.
· Be proficient in English (multilingual creators encouraged; English proficiency required to engage with AIDS 2026 content).
· Be committed to participate in pre-event onboarding (virtual) and full AIDS 2026 dates (in person). 
· Be aged 18 or older at the time of application.





Use of artificial intelligence 
Please note that we will pay attention to the use of AI in your application through multiple detection processes. Although we do not prohibit the use of AI in the application process, we strongly encourage you to come up with your own ideas and to express them in your own words. We recognize that English is not the first language of many applicants, and we allow the use of online spell checkers or translators. However, your application must be original and represent your own work. Your application will be considered invalid if it is copied, plagiarized or entirely generated by an AI tool.

☐ I have read and understand the application requirements and the IAS privacy policy.

☐ I understand that my application will be screened for AI-generated language, and that excessive reliance on AI tools will result in my application not being considered further.






















Section 1: Applicant information 

1.1 What is your full name? Please include all names as they appear in your passport.





1.2 What is your date of birth (month, day, year)?





1.3 What gender do you identify with? 

☐ Female 
☐ Male
☐ Non-binary or gender non-conforming 
☐ Other not listed 
☐ Prefer not to say 

1.4 Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex assigned at birth?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Prefer not to say 

1.5 Do you identify with any of the below groups?

☐ Adolescent girls and young women
☐ Gay and other men who have sex with men
☐ People who inject drugs
☐ People in prisons and other closed settings
☐ Sex workers
☐ Trans and gender-diverse people
☐ Young people (age 15-24)
☐ Migrants
☐ Indigenous Peoples
☐ People with disabilities
☐ People living with HIV
☐ Other _________
☐ Prefer not to say 
☐ None of the above 





1.6 What is your nationality? Please enter your nationality as it appears in your passport.





1.7 What is your country of residence? If you live in more than one country, please enter the country in which you spend the most time. 





1.8 In which country do you conduct the majority of your work? 


1.9 What is your preferred email address? All communication will be sent to this email address.





1.10 What is your telephone number? Please start with a “+” and country code, e.g., +1 234 567 890.





1.11 What is your closest airport?





1.12 Please list your social media handles.










Section 2: Work history 

2.1 Please describe your background working in the HIV field. Please keep your response to under 200 words.















2.2 Are you currently:

☐ Employed at a registered organization
☐ Self-employed 
☐ Other ___________________ 

If you are currently employed at a registered organization, please provide the following information:

2.2.1 What is the name of the organization that you work for?


	


2.2.2 In which country is your organization of employment based? 





2.2.3. Please provide a link to your organization website.






2.2.4. Please describe your current role and responsibilities. Please keep your response to under 200 words. 














2.2.5. Please describe your background and work in HIV communication and outreach. Please keep your response to under 200 words. 















2.2.6. Please describe your background and work on HIV prevention (e.g., PrEP/PEP, U=U, harm reduction, long‑acting prevention, combination prevention, policy). Please keep your response to under 200 words. 












2.2.7. Please describe how you have been engaging in the HIV response and include any affiliations with HIV associations, groups or committees at a local, regional, national or international level. Please keep your response to under 200 words. 















If you are currently self-employed, please provide the information below.

2.2.8. Please describe your background and work in HIV communication and outreach. Please keep your response to under 200 words. 


	











2.2.9. Please describe your background and work on HIV prevention (e.g., PrEP/PEP, U=U, harm reduction, long‑acting prevention, combination prevention, policy). Please keep your response to under 200 words.













2.2.10. Please describe how you have been engaging in the HIV response and include any affiliations with HIV associations, groups or committees at a local, regional, national or international level. Please keep your response to under 200 words.










Section 3: Motivation
3.1. Please describe a communications, outreach and/or advocacy campaign relevant to HIV prevention that you have worked on that you are most proud of and why. Please include examples and evidence of impact in your answer. Please keep your response to under 300 words. 




























3.2 Please use the space below to provide links to publications, social media campaigns and other digital resources you have been involved in relevant to HIV prevention. Please keep your response to under 300 words.



















3.3 How do you see the path forward for advancing HIV prevention in your contexts? Please keep your response to under 300 words.
















Section 4: Proposed projects
4.1 Please provide a brief description of your plans for the digital prevention communication project in the lead up to AIDS 2026. Please outline the intended outcome, target audience, themes and methods to be used. Please keep your response to under 300 words.



















4.2 Please provide a brief description of your plans for the digital prevention communication project translating the latest scientific, policy and activism on HIV prevention during AIDS 2026. Please outline the intended outcome, target audience, themes and methods to be used. Please keep your response to under 300 words. 





















Section 5: Supporting documents
☐ Please append your CV to this application form. Your CV must include your portfolio/links to recent prevention-related digital content (last 6–12 months), evidence of reach (e.g., screenshots of engagement analytics, qualitative metrics), and at least two examples of what the digital prevention projects could look like.

☐ If you are applying as part of an organization, please append a letter of support from your employer.

☐If you are self-employed, please append a letter of reference relevant to your communications work on HIV prevention.

Section 6: Applicant signature
I, the undersigned, certify that: (a) the information herein is true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I am aware that any false, fictitious or fraudulent statement may subject me to criminal, civil or administrative penalties. 

☐ I agree

☐ I understand that my application will be screened for AI-generated content, and that excessive reliance on AI tools will result in my application not being considered further. 

A PDF copy of this application form, your CV and letter of reference must be sent by email to hivprevention@iasociety.org no later than 15 February 2026, 23:00 CET. Successful applicants will be notified in March 2026.
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