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Introduction
For most patients in care, living with antiretroviral therapy has
become a routine part of daily life
New HIV cure research raises the question of uncertainty
management
 Are there individual benefits for the patients?
 What are the possible risks for the patients?

Are clinical trials for HIV cure research acceptable?
 For which kinds of patients?
 Which protocols are acceptable?
 What are the motivations to participate and what are the fears?

Research hypothesis - 1
Factors that might impact positively or negatively
patients’ willingness to participate include:
 Health status
 adverse events
 co-infections (e.g. Hepatitis) and associated co-morbidities

 Psychosocial characteristics
 stigma/discrimination
 social support
 belonging to a « research » group, Altruism

 Adherence
 Seropositive identity

Research hypothesis - 2
Caregivers might also influence willingness to
participate:
 Knowledge
 Recent progress in basic or clinical science in HIV and in HIV care

 Professional/personal experience with HIV
 Duration of professional experience
 Personal experience with HIV
 Comprehensive care - attitudes and practices
 Relations with healthcare networks and/or with patients’
organizations

The need to explore patient’s motivations
and willingness to participate
Important elements for future clinical trials
 Acceptability needs to be determined
The patient’s preferences (e.g. molecule or strategy type)
should be explored
 It is unethical to propose trials that are unacceptable

The psychosocial HIV cure project
 To collect data about patients’ and caregivers’ motivations and
points of view regarding participation in HIV cure-related
clinical trials, in order to create guidelines which ensure ethical
and suitable trial recruitment

Aims of the project
To identify the various motivations and barriers which
might influence willingness to participate in HIV Cure
clinical trials (qualitative approach)

To explore factors associated with perceived tolerance
and acceptability of various HIV Cure clinical trials
designs (qualitative and quantitative approach)

Future implications
At the end of the project
 Knowledge of various points of views regarding HIV Cure
research (patients and caregivers)
 Determination of the relative influence of clinical, sociodemographic and psychosocial factors on the choice of the type
of trial
 Identification of common and different points of view between
patients and caregivers
 Drafting of evidence-based recommendations in order to better
design and adapt future HIV Cure Clinical trials to ensure better
acceptability, enrolment, care, and retention

